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y ou p au s e t o t h i n k ab o u t wha t ' s g o i n g o n i n o t h e r a r e a s o f t h e
country, and th a t you w ill g i v e it some consideration. I
cer t a i n l y d o n ' t ex p e c t t h i s b i l l t o p a s s . ..this constitutional
a mendment t o p a ~a t h e f l oo r i n t e n mi n u t e s . Th e r e a r e cu r r e n t l y
seven states t hat ha v e so me form of constitutional amendment
similar to the one being proposed here with LR 4CA. They are
Alabama, M innesota, Nort h Dakota, Rho d e Island, Ve rm ont,
Vi ginia, and California. The proposals in Minnesota, 1998, and
North D a k o t a, i n 2 0 00 , a l l r e ce i v e d ov e r 7 5 p e r c en t o f t h e
p opula r v o t e du r i ng t h e e l e c t i o n . Re c en t l y , t h e st a t e o f
Wisconsin proposed a reso l ution t h at prot ected hu n ting and
fishing in their constitution. And it passed both houses of the
l eg i s l a t u r e ov e r wh e l m i n g l y , 94 t o 3 i n t he l e g i s l a t u r e a n d
3 0 t o 1 i n t h e s e n a t e . The i r ame n d ment w i l l b e o n t h e b a l l o t
this April, and should pass with a strong majority. There are
e ight states that have i ntroduced l egislation o ver the pa st
three years: Washington, Oregon, Alaska, Utah, Arizona, ~ morgi a ,
Texas , a n d I n d i a n a . Th i s co n st i t u t i o n a l ame n dment wi l l p r o v i d e
a legal framework to protect hunting and fishing rights for
future generations. Though we' re not being threatened directly,
there are several threats in neighboring states to hunting
activities. And what this amendment can do is thwart a re al
t hreat t o h u n ti n g a n d f i shi n g a c t i v i t i es w h i c h w o u l d h av e s e r v e d
a useful purpose to many Nebraskans since this state was
f ounded. T h e i n f r i ng ement o n h u n t i n g r i gh t s b e gan i n C a li f or n i a
in 1990 when antihunting groups successfully ra llied to
eliminate the mountain lion season in that state. And you know
what happened in California­-too many mountain lions, and they
h ave t h r e a t e n e d p e o p l e . An d ma t t e r o f f a c t , I t h i n k t h e r e ' s
been several lives lost to m ountain lions in C alifornia.
Afterwards, these groups went to Oregon and banned mountain lion
hunting there as well, and proceeded in attacking bear hunting
in Colorado, Ontario, Canada, and again striking Oregon. There
was a referendum in Colorado to ban bear hunting. And guess
what? I t o v e r wh e l m i n g l y p a s s e d i n t h e De nv e r a r e a , a n d i t
overwhelmingly did no t pass in the rural area. But the Denver
area carried the day, because there was e nough people in the
metropolitan areas to mov e that on. T hey are still trying to
fight, in Oregon and Washington, to take their r ights a way in
t hose st a t e s . Th e s e v i c t o r i e s i n Ca l i f o r n i a sh ou l d se n d a
s trong signal that we need to support our sporting heritages i n

1607


